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victed me of injustice to some of the philosophers of the
Scottish school, notably Dugald Stewart and Hutcheson,
who had in many respects anticipated me in my view of
the place of instinct in human nature. In my defence I
can only plead sheer ignorance, and I may attempt to
throw off the blame for this by saying that I had fallen
a victim to the recent English fashion of over-rating the
German schools of philosophy and psychology at the
expense of our British predecessors. I am grateful to
Dr. Drever for having corrected me in this matter.

In this part of psychology it is only by the consensus
of opinion of competent psychologists that any view or
hypothesis can be established or raised to the status of a
theory that may confidently be taught or used as a basis
for further constructive work. And the only method of
verification open to us is the application of our hypothesis
to the control and guidance of human conduct, especially
in the two great fields of education and medicine. I am
therefore much encouraged by the fact that in both these
fields my sketch of the active side of human nature and
its development in the individual has been found useful
Several writers on educational psychology have acknow-
ledged its value, and some of them have incorporated the
essence of it in books written for students of education.
I have noticed above that the doctrines of the psycho-
analytic school contain much that coincides with my views,
This school has realised the fundamental importance of
instincts in human nature ; and though it has devoted an
excessive, and in some cases an almost exclusive, attention
to the sex instinct, it recognises the existence of other
human instincts and is realising more fully that they* a$